An evaluation of fluoroscopic times and peak skin doses during radiofrequency catheter ablation and biventricular internal cardioverter defibrillator implant procedures.
Fluoroscopy-guided medical procedures are generally diagnostic in nature and involve low dose and minimal risk to the patient. However, an increasingly larger percentage of procedures offer a therapeutic benefit to the patient. Such interventional procedures are very often technically difficult, but offer a less-invasive alternative to higher-risk surgical procedures. Although infrequent, severe skin injury can result from these procedures that involve total fluoroscopy time in excess of 1 h. The purpose of this study was to evaluate fluoroscopy time and peak skin dose (PSD) for lengthy fluoroscopy procedures, and to determine the variables that may best predict PSD.